PAGE  
11

John 20.19-31
 





Jesus of the Scars
Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you received and on which you have taken your stand.  By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain. For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures,  that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures,  and that he appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve.  After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep.  Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, and last of all he appeared to me also





1 Corinthians 15.1-8

FOUR GOSPELS > Document FIVE Post Resurrection Meetings on EASTER 
JOHN > FOCUSES On THREE > Mary Magdalene, Ten Apostles, Thomas 

1. A Living Savior


2. A Life of Service

1. A Living Savior

a. Person > Who is this JESUS? 
MANY TEACHERS > Soon MARKING ESSAYS > Test IDEAS, LOGIC 

JOHN’S GOSPEL/ESSAY > One Main Question: WHO is JESUS? 
FIRST WORDS:  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God…The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. John 1.1,14 

Some Essays > READER CONFUSED > What are they talking about???

John CLEAR, Even CONFRONTATIONAL > JESUS is GOD in Human FLESH

NOT Typical Biography > NO Physical Descriptions, Looks, Hair, Eyes, Weight

ONLY ULTIMATE Importance > GOD who became Man to SAVE Man 

20 Chapters > SIGNS and SERMONS > Develop and Defend THESIS 

FINAL WORDS: Uttered by SKEPTIC:  
v. 28 Thomas said to (Jesus), "My Lord and my God!" 

v. 31 believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God

NAME = Jesus / TITLES = Christ // Messiah, anointed one / Son of God 

The high priest said to him, "I charge you under oath by the living God: Tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God." "Yes, it is as you say," Jesus replied. "But I say to all of you: In the future you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven."Matthew 26.63-64

Jesus under NO OBLIGATION to INCRIMINATE Himself in OWN TRIAL 
Could NOT RESIST Responding to DIVINE OATH > HONOR Name of GOD 

If Caiaphas had merely asked Jesus if we was the Christ or Messiah, He could have answered yes without jeopardy, for it was not a capital offense to make such a claim. Time would itself prove that the claim was either true or false. Or again, if Caiaphas had merely asked Jesus if he was the Son of God, Jesus could have answered yes without danger…all Jews had the right to be called sons of God (cf. John 10.33-36). However, by combining the two, Caiaphas interpreted the one term by the other, thereby asking…whether he was a divine Messiah. When Jesus answered yes to that accusation, He was immediately convicted of blasphemy and sentenced to death unanimously. 

James Boice 

RISEN JESUS > Hello Caiaphas! Pilate! > Here I am > You Can’t Touch This! 

TIME Did PROVE His Claim > Christ / God / King of the Jews / King of all Kings 
b. Peace > Jesus BEEN PREPARING Disciples, but DID NOT THINK Needed It
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. 



John 14.27

I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace.
John 16.33

YEAH JESUS, That’s Great! Wow! Thanks a lot, Man!
BY the WAY > Is there any MORE Unleavened Bread? Soup? Got Wine??

NEXT Few Hours > WORLD ROCKED > Arrest, Trial, Beatings, Cross, Dead! 

Days Later > WACKY WOMAN > Says SAW JESUS ALIVE!! What’s Up? 

TEN Gather on EASTER NIGHT > POSSIBLY Same Room of LAST SUPPER

Were 12 & MASTER > Judas / Betrayer > DEAD, Thomas > who knows?

MASTER > CRUCIFIED, DEAD, Only thing FOR CERTAIN > GRAVE Empty
1) Fear > Up till Now EASTER MORE CONFUSION than CELEBRATION  
v. 19 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jews

GUILT by ASSOCIATION> Jews would STOP AT NOTHING> End Movement

RECOGNIZABLE > You are not one of his disciples, are you?
 John 18.17

PROBABLY REMEMBERED Jesus WORDS:  A time is coming when anyone who kills you will think he is offering a service to God.


John 16.2

If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. 








Luke 9.23

          Jesus was NOT JUST BLOWING SMOKE > About THE CROSS

Doors LOCKED for FEAR > Like 1000’s in Baghdad, Darfur, Uzbekistan

FIRST WORDS of MASTER > Guys, REMEMBER that PEACE I Mentioned?? 

v. 19 Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you!"

TRADITIONAL GREETING > Preeviet > SHALOM ALEKUM > SALAMA 

WHAT KIND of Peace? 

With ROMANS? No! MANY Followers of Jesus, Crucified, Tortured, Mauled
With JEWS? No! Soon STEPHEN would be STONED in TEMPLE Courts 
With FAMILIES? No! Church was HOMEWRECKER for Ananias & Saphira

In CHURCH? No! Struggles > Jews & Greeks > Peter & Paul > Barnabas & Paul  

How often the contemporary church finds itself behind closed doors, fearful and ineffectual, living on the wrong side of the resurrection…What can be done but hide in the sanctuary and discuss how desperate the situation is? 










Roger Fredrikson

2) Faith > Peace which TRANSFORMS Fear to FAITH > Not from World  
Faith is believing God on the basis of His Word and then acting upon it.James Boice

…my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. 
John 14.27

a) Peace WITH God: Objective Event > Not WITH World, NOT FROM World 

vs. 19,20 "Peace be with you!" After he said this, he showed them his hands and side.

FAITH has AN OBJECT > Faith IN Something > JESUS of the SCARS 

DIED our DEATH > Took OUR PUNISHMENT from God > For OUR SINS 

Since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. 






Romans 5.1-2

His ‘Shalom!’ on Easter evening is the complement of his ‘It is Finished!’ on the cross, for the peace of reconciliation of life from God is now imparted. 









G.R. Beasley-Murray

b) Peace OF God: Subjective Experience 

vs. 19,20  …doors locked for fear…Jesus…"Peace be with you!"…showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 

DISCIPLES just Finished MOST TRAUMATIC WEEK of their LIVES

When UNDERSTAND What God Did > Objective Event > JOY WILL RESULT! 

my peace I give you…Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. 










John 14.27

There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love.      1 John 4.18

And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 





Philippians 4.7

c. Proof > Thomas really MISSED SOMETHING when Missed CHURCH

NEVER Know WHAT God had FOR YOU when HIS PEOPLE Gather

Prayer – Scripture – Song – Sermon > RIGHT MESSAGE for Your Heart 

Later that WEEK > Thomas: ‘How guys, how was Church? Same oh, Same oh?

NO, WAY > Not another BORING SERMON > JESUS SHOWED UP!! 

THOMAS > COULD Believe DID NOT WANT to BELIEVE > UNBELIEF
DOUBT is an INTELLECTUAL Problem > Need More CONVINCING, FACTS

UNBELIEVE is a MORAL Problem > REFUSE to Believe, Be Humble, Obey

DOUBT > I CANNOT Believe // UNBELIEF > I WILL NOT Believe

vs. 25-27 So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord!" 

But he said to them, "Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe it." A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you!" Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe." 

THINK You’re BIG SHOT Thomas?  Did You Just PASS THRU Locked Door? 

I HEARD and KNOW Words YOU SPOKE in this ROOM Last WEEK!! 

I DIED – Look at Scars!! Touch them!! Mr. So-IMPORTANT > I DARE YOU! 
THOMAS had RIGHT FACTS but the WRONG FAITH > Big Man, Small god

v. 28 Thomas said to him, "My Lord and my God!" 

BIG GOD > AWESOME, AMAZING, OVERWHELMING > I am small man…
MAYBE Thomas like HURT CHILD > Tells PARENTS ‘I HATE You!’ 

So they’d TAKE HIM in their Arms and EMBRACE them in STRONG LOVE

GREAT NEWS! God Loves Sinners > Unbelievers and Doubters > MERCY!
IN MERCY > ABUNDANT PROOF > You MUST Believe
1) Scars

Direct CONNECTION between OUR PEACE and JESUS’ PIERCING

vs. 19,20 "Peace be with you!"  After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 

vs. 26,27 “Peace be with you!" Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side.
SIGNS of VICTORY > on His GLORIFIED BODY > WOUNDED HEALER 
Jesus the Son of God…we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses






Hebrews 4.14-15

If we have never sought, we seek Thee now

Thine eyes burn through the dark, our only stars;

We must have sight of thorn-pricks on Thy brow,

We must have Thee, O Jesus of the Scars.

The heavens frighten us; they are too calm;

In all the universe we have no place.

Our wounds are hurting us; where is they balm?

Lord Jesus, by Thy Scars, we claim Thy grace.

If, when the doors are shut, Thou drawest near,

Only reveal those hands, that side of Thine;

We know to-day what wounds are, have no fear,

Show us Thy Scars, we know the countersign.

The other gods were strong; but Thou wast weak;

They rode, but Thou didst stumble to a throne;

But to our wounds only God’s wounds can speak,

And not a god has wounds, but Thou alone.

Edward Shillito 
written shortly after the sufferings of World War I 

How IMPORTANT for our HURTING WORLD > Jesus KNOWN by SCARS

Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing in the center of the throne









Revelation 5.6

2) Signs

v. 30 Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. 

Nicodemus…"Rabbi, we know you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the miraculous signs you are doing if God were not with him." 








John 3.1-2


Jesus did many other things as well. If every one of them were written down, I suppose that even the whole world would not have room for the books that would be written. 








John 21.25

3) Scriptures

v. 29 Then Jesus told him, "Because you have seen me, you have believed” 

NOT A BAD STATEMENT > Praise God that some SAW and BELIEVED

WE’RE STANDING on their SHOULDERS > They are the EYE-WITNESSES

The man who saw it has given testimony, and his testimony is true. He knows that he tells the truth, and he testifies so that you also may believe. John 19.35

v. 31 But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 

NEW TESTAMENT is POST-RESURRECTION Document> No Resur, NO NT

That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched-this we proclaim concerning the Word of life.




1 John 1.1,2
NOT Saved by BELIEVING in Scars, Signs, Scripture > ONLY in JESUS

NEARLY 100 References in JOHN to BELIEVING in Jesus

To believe is to have been brought to the place where one knows that one has to rely completely on Jesus, and Jesus alone. 



Leslie Newbigin

2. A Life of Service

OBVIOUS QUESTION for DISCIPLES > What Now? What is our FUTURE? 

Couple YEARS BEFORE > Dropped Nets and FOLLOWED HIM 

JESUS was THEIR LIFE > He DIED > THEY DIED Too > Locked Doors, Fear! 

LIVING SAVIOR 
> Back to Stay? Good Old Days Again? Yes AND No! 

PASSING THROUGH and PERMANENT > Ruling over Them, WORLD 
AND Residing IN Them > By HIS SPIRIT > Presence of Jesus EMANUEL

a. Purpose Purpose DRIVEN Life > Missionary Father SENT Missionary SON 
v. 21 As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.

BELIEVERS are NOT REPLACING Jesus –How could we?? REPRESENTING

Even NOW in HEAVEN > Jesus REMAINS THE Sent One – Par Excellence 

CHURCH sent to CARRY ON His Work > NOT to Begin a NEW ONE

In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach…









Acts 1.1

HOW Did Jesus Come? SUBMISSIVE to Father / SENSITIVE to People 

Did NOT Stay in SAFETY of HEAVEN > Shout Gospel from CLOUDS 

REAL MAN > Pain, Tears, Sorrows, Wept, Cried, Suffered, Died 

I personally believe our failure to obey the implications of this command is the greatest weakness of evangelical Christians in the field of evangelism today. We do not identify…we shout advice to drowning men from the safety of the seashore. We do not dive in and rescue them…evangelism that is modeled on the ministry of Jesus, is not proclamation without identification any more than it is identification without proclamation. Evangelism involves both together. 

John Stott

ICF  Jesus is not Some Guy in a Tie shouting into Microphone  then Go HOME

Thankful Small Groups > Last Week – Someone Took Lady Adopting to Lunch

People > Some Followed for 30/40 YEARS OTHERS 30/40 DAYS > HELP!! 

BETTER JOB Showing Jesus Love to People Right Here > Then to WORLD! 

DEAR Christian Woman Very TALENTED Medical Doctor > Volunteer INDIA  

Prayed Earnestly for Opportunities > Show Jesus Love > Words and Deeds
Worked LONG and HARD > Many Patients, Many Conversations > NO FRUIT

Why? Such Negative Reactions? TRANSLATOR: Rude, Insulting, Impolite

NEVER Really Conveyed HER LOVE, CONCERN, COMPASSION 

HOW WELL Does the LIVING, LOVING JESUS get THRU US to OTHERS? 

We are not really fulfilling the Great Commission until we live with, befriend, love, and enter into the experiences of those to whom we are sent.   James Boice

…what Christ has accomplished through me in leading the Gentiles to obey God by what I have said and done





Romans 15.18

People are NOT DISEMBODIED Spirits > Flesh, Fears, Families, Frustrations

b. Power

v. 22 And with that he breathed on them and said, "Receive the Holy Spirit.

BREATHING of Spirit was THEOLOGICAL not CHRONOLOGICAL 

John’s EMP > Jesus LIFTED UP > Cross, Resurrection, Ascension SEND Spirit

BREATH of God in Garden > Brought PHYSICAL Life to Old Creation

BREATH of Christ > Brings SPIRITUAL Life to the NEW Creation

…the LORD God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being    Genesis 2.7

You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. 











Acts 1.8

c. Proclamation > Christianity is LIFE-GIVING MESSAGE > Living Jesus

v. 23 If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven."

Do NOT PROVIDE Forgiveness > We PROCLAIM Forgiveness

We DO NOT DECIDE God’s Forgiveness > We DECLARE His Forgiveness

NOT a HUMAN SALVATION > Some HOCUS POCUS of the Church

NOT SACRAMENT: Baptism, Mass, Last Rites > JESUS SAVES: Come to Him!

If a SINNER will BELIEVE ON the Lord Jesus 
You can AUTHORITATIVELY ANNOUNCE > YOUR SINS are FORGIVEN! 

REFORMERS > PRIESTHOOD of ALL Believers > All Announce God’s Word

ALL can APPLY the Gospel > Not JUST Pastors, Priests, and Preachers

Once we are glad that we have seen the Lord, and once we have clearly recognized him as our crucified and risen Savior, then nothing and no one will be able to silence us. 







John Stott

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,

and proclaim to her that her hard service has been completed, that her sin has been paid for, that she has received from the LORD's hand double for all her sins. 

       









Isaiah 40.1-2

Who is a God like you, who pardons sin and forgives the transgression 

of the remnant of his inheritance? You do not stay angry forever but delight to show mercy. You will again have compassion on us; you will tread our sins underfoot and hurl all our iniquities into the depths of the sea.  Micah 7.18-19

CORRIE TEN BOOM’s Comment 

“God threw sins into depths of sea and puts up a sign NO FISHING” 

For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, because our gospel came to you not simply with words, but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and with deep conviction. 





1 Thessalonians 1.4-5

For the kingdom of God is not a matter of talk but of power. 
1 Corinthians 4.20

RELIABLE CHURCH TRADITION Thomas went all way to INDIA > Preach! 

Church of ST. THOMAS  Growing from Strength to Strength TODAY in INDIA

If we REALLY Have this LIVING SAVIOR > BIG Enough to HELP and HEAL 

Word LIFE Used 36 X’s in John > Jesus IS the Life, Eternal Life, Abundant Life

ETERNAL LIFE > NOW  Abundant QUALITY of Life in Endless QUANTITY 

I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life. 












John 5.24

Risen JESUS CROSSED Over from Death to LIFE > We Made Journey in Him

* * * * *

John 20:19-31

19 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you!" 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 

21 Again Jesus said, "Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you." 22 And with that he breathed on them and said, "Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven." 

24 Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord!" 

But he said to them, "Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe it." 

26 A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you!" 27 Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe." 

28 Thomas said to him, "My Lord and my God!" 

29 Then Jesus told him, "Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed." 

30 Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. 31 But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 

Signs to Believe





1. Changing water into wine 	          John 2.1-11


2. Healing the nobleman’s son		John 4.46-54


3. Healing of the lame man		John 5.1-15


4. Feeding of multitude			John 6.1-15


5. Walking on Water                           	John 6.16-21


6. Healing of blind man			John 9


7. Raising of Lazarus		          John 11


8. Resurrection of Jesus 			John 20








